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ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-OO ACDA-07 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SY-05 A-01 
OPR-02 OC-06 CCO-OO MCT-01 DHA-02 EB-07 TRSE-00 
USSS-00 AID-05 /127W 

040245Z 113516/75 

R 031655Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6378 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
MISSION USUN NEW YORK 918 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ALGIERS 1113 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SS, AG 
SUBJECT: ZOUERATE ATTACK 

REF: NOUAKCHOTT 985 

1 . ALGERIANS THUS FAR TREATING ZOUERATE ATTACK GINGERLY. 

2. MAY 2 PRESS REPORTS ON ATTACK CARRIED ON FRONT PAGE BUT 
NOT HIGHLIGHTED. REPORTS LIMITED TO INDIGNANT DENIAL OF 
ALLEGED PARTICIPATION OF "ALGERIAN MERCENARIES" AND TO 
LENGTHY QUOTATIONS FROM AFP REPORT. 

3. AFP REPORT, WHICH WE HAVE NOT SEEN IN FBIS, QUOTED 
POLISARIO SPOKESMAN AT LENGTH ON THEME THAT ATAR AND ZOUERATE 
ARE FRENCH AND MOROCCAN MILITARY BASES: QUOTE: MAURITANIAN 
TERRITORY HAS BEEN CEDED BY MAURITANIAN GOVERNMENT TO MOROCCO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ALGIER 01113 031835Z 

AND HAS THUS BECOME MOROCCAN MILITARY BASE. UNQUOTE. 

4. IN COMMENTING ON DEATH OF TWO FRENCH CITIZENS 
AND ON EVACUATION OF OTHERS, PRESS REPORTS 2 MAY 
AND 3 MAY REITERATED POLISARIO EMPHASIS THAT 
POLISARIO HAS WARNED THE WORLD SEVERAL TIMES THAT 
TERRITORY OF SAHARA, SOUTH MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA 
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ARE "WAR ZONES'" AND THAT FOREIGN COUNTRIES SHOULD 
NOT ALLOW THEIR CITIZENS TO ENTER. 

5. COMMENT: FAILURE OF ALGERIANS TO HIGHLIGHT 
APPARENT SUCCESSFUL POLISARIO MILITARY ATTACK SUGGESTS 
ALGERIAN SENSITIVITY TO POTENTIAL FRENCH REACTION.LYNE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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